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these words: Awve filia Dei patris, ave mater filii Dez,
ave sponsa spiritus sancti, ave templum totius trinitatis:
per sanctam wvirginitatem et immaculatam conceptionem
tuam, purissima virgo, emunda Cor et Carnem meam: in
nomine patris, et filii, et spiritus sancti,— concluding
with the gloria patri, the whole repeated three times.

He Never failed to Say the mass of the Concep-
tion,— or, at least, when he could do so, the prayer
of the Conception. He hardly meditated upon any-
thing else Day and night. That he might leave us
an ever-enduring testimony of his sentiments, it was
his desire to bestow on the mission of the Ilinois the
name of la Conception.

So tender a devotion toward the mother of God
merited some singular grace; and she accorded him
the favor that he had always requested —to die on a
saturday. His companions never doubted that she
appeared to him at the hour of his death, when,
after pronouncing the names of Jesus and mary, he
Suddenly raised his eyes above his Crucifix, holding
them fixed on an object which he regarded with
extreme pleasure, and a Joy that showed itself upon
his features; and they had, at that time, the impres-
sion that he had rendered up his soul into the hands
of his good mother.

One of the last letters that he wrote to the father
superior of the missions before his great voyage, is
sufficient evidence that such were his sentiments.
He Begins it thus: ‘“ The Blessed virgin immaculate
has obtained for me the favor of reaching this place
in good health, and with the resolve to correspond
to the intentions which God has respecting me, since
he has assigned me to the voyage toward the south.
I have no other thought than that of doing what God



